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Reading is a right, 
not a privilege.



Our mission is to provide struggling

readers of all ages, regardless of their

ability to pay, with individualized

evidence based structured literacy

instruction in schools, prisons and

communities, delivered by highly

trained instructors. We are dedicated

to promptly identifying children at

risk of reading failure, providing

appropriate instruction and sharing

the tools to implement best

practices.

STAFF

Angela Marks M.Ed / Founder and Executive Director 
Meghan Fotopoulos / President, Board of Directors
Michael Gary / Head of School, Friends Select School
Cathryn L. Kaufman / Retired Librarian
Dr. Zell Kravinsky / Philanthropist
Valerie Brand Pipano / Attorney
     Secretary, Board of Directors
John Santangelo /
     Senior VP of Finance, CrossCountry Mortgage, Inc/
     Treasurer, Board of Directors
Natalie Wiltshire / Chief Operating Officer, 
     KIPP Philadelphia

Angela Marks M.Ed / Executive Director
Kara Fisher / Chief Operating Officer
Katie McShane / Program Manager
Jen Curyto / Program Manager
Ami LaRoche / Program Manager

MISSION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Since 2019,
is the only nonprofit in Philadelphia

providing literacy instruction delivered by

educators certified and experienced in a

structured literacy approach.



Dear Friends,

It is with great pleasure and optimism that we present our impact report. Since our founding in 2019,

Reading Allowed has grown exponentially and we are now offering our comprehensive structured literacy

services to more than 250 students. Our growth has been made possible by collaborating with schools and

community organizations and by continually reevaluating our strategic planning process, which

strengthens and renews our founding commitment to literacy as both a fundamental right and social

justice issue. 
 
As Reading Allowed expands, we are boosting the ability of our programs to reach more individuals at

risk of reading failure and in 2023 we will begin to address the critical literacy needs of incarcerated

individuals in our region. This inspiring new growth demonstrates our ambition and our commitment

to changing the course of every student’s life until we have a city where every person who struggles

with reading can achieve their full potential and succeed in school and in life.

As you read this report, please know how important you are to our mission — whether as a donor, volunteer,

instructor, educator, corporate or foundation partner, or an advocate. Many of you have been on this journey

with us since the beginning.  Your involvement is vitally important to Reading Allowed’s continuing growth

and service. We cannot do what we do without you.

We hope you will take great pride in seeing the progress and impact that Reading Allowed has achieved.

Thank you for your partnership and support!

With our deepest gratitude,




FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & BOARD CHAIR

Angela Marks, M.Ed
Founder & Executive Director

Meghan Fotopoulos
President, Board of Directors



FINANCIALS

READING ALLOWED: STOPPING THE SCHOOL TO PRISON PIPELINE

revenue increase in the past 12

months, ending 9/30/22

grant funding received as

of 9/30/22

increase in number of

students served

increase in number of

employees in 2022

Just 36% of Philadelphia

students are reading


proficiently.



Approximately 77% of


Black and Hispanic

students in the U.S are


not reading proficiently.



85% of juveniles who

interact with the


juvenile court system

are low literate.

88%88%

60%60%

82%82%

$313,643$313,643

HERE'S HOW READING ALLOWED IS CHANGING THESE STATISTICS



BY THE NUMBERS

250+250+
students 
currently 
served 

schools and community 
organizations in which 

Reading Allowed 
works with teachers 

and students

of K-3 students with beginning and end
of year data are growing at an average rate

or better based on the DIBELS (Dynamic

Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) 8th

Edition measures

55

Structured literacy 
certified instructors

individuals funded to receive 
Wilson® Reading System 

certification and instruction in 
the Science of Reading

50+50+
1818

83%83%

28%28%
of K-3 students with data achieved

greater than 24 months of growth in

a 9 month period on DIBELS 8th

Edition measures

>14.6>14.6
months of growth K-3rd students with

data gained in a 9 month period on

average in the same measures as

above

are served in schools/
community centers

are served one-on-one



SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CENTER PARTNERSHIPS
Reading Allowed provides services to the following schools and organizations:
Mastery Charter Schools
Visitation BVM School
Community Center at Visitation - Kensington

Francis Scott Key School
General George G. Meade School
Village at Norristown

OPEN HOUSE SPONSORS



Through a generous grant from The William Penn

Foundation and other donors, Reading Allowed is


expanding and diversifying its pool of structured literacy

instructors by funding the certification of 18 individuals.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

SPEAKER SERIES SPONSORS

Barbara E. Cohen, M.D. & Martin S. Polinsky, M.D.
Meghan & Anthony Fotopoulos
Tal Pipano & Valerie Brand Pipano
Sarian Strategic Partners


Reading Allowed kicked off its

Speaker Series in October 2022 with


“Literacy is a Social Justice Issue.”

These events will bring awareness of


and discuss solutions for the
devastating problem of illiteracy in


Philadelphia that exacerbates existing

issues of racial and economic


inequality. 

Reading Allowed co-sponsors this group to enable

teachers and literacy leaders to meet to share ideas,

challenges, resources, and research about all things

literacy related—from writing to close reading, from


anti-racist teaching to culturally responsive education,

and from engaging students virtually to meeting the


needs of our students who struggle.

READING ALLOWED 
SPEAKER SERIES

WILSON READING SYSTEM®  
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

SCIENCE OF READING COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE



INDIVIDUAL & CORPORATE DONORS
Katie Adams
Kim Altschuler
Paula Altschuler
Gina Amoriello
Regina Anderson
Marianne Andrulewich
Anthony's Italian Coffee & 
    Chocolate House
Danilla Asgarelli
Robert and 
     Susann Badessa
Jessica Baff*
Kathleen Baglivo
Sofia Baglivo
Margaret Balamuth
Karen Bareiss
January Bartle
Colleen Barry and 
     Andrew Epstein*
Sheila and Myron Bassman*
Neesa Becker-Procaccino
Hannah Ruth Bell
Martha Benoff*
Amanda Benner
Margot Berg
Ellan Bernstein
Denise Bevans
Sara Black and 
     Jeffrey Toll*

Anna Blossom and 
      James Whitesell* 
Elizabeth Blowers-Nyman*
Susan Bodley
Carrie Borgenicht
Jennifer Bowden
Matthew Brady
Vicki and Scott Bralow*
Estelle Bronstein
Wendy Brooks
Harriet Brumberg
Rona Buchalter
Jessica Bunson
Erin Bushnell
Nancy Caldwell
Cappuccio's Meats
Peter Carro*
Carol Caswell
Demi Cera
Ronald Chizmar
Alexandra Christian
City Church
Lewis Clark
Barbara Cohen Polinsky 
     and Martin Polinsky*
Christina Coia
Kara Coleman
Celeste Cole
Kristen Coles*
Marci Comisky

Maryann Connolly
Gayle Connor*
Janet Copeland
Alisa Cotter
Alexandra Crispino
Maia Cucchiara
Ann Darrow
Jennifer Davis
Carmen David Hayman
Jody Davis
Sandy and Michael Dean*
Terryl Decker
Keith Dedeian
Nicole DiGironimo
Karen DiVincenzo
Cynthia Dolbec
The Drexel Criminal 
     Justice Society
Dana Duffy
Meredith Earley
ECO Balance Corp
Lauren Efman
Sally Eisenberg
Scott Engel
Wendy Epstein
A Robert Esposito
Elizabeth Fabens
Steve  Feder
Diane R. Fetscher
Virginia Fifer

Kara  Fisher*
John Foderaro
Jamie Ford
Foreign Fix Auto 
     Center, Inc
Anna Forrester
Meghan and 
    Anthony Fotopoulos*
Fox Rothschild LLP
Frantic Productions LLC
Marianne Fray
Alison Fritz
Paula Fuchsberg
Tracy Galloway
Trina and Michael Gary*
Richard Gibson
Ann Gibson
Ivy Gilbert
Marjorie Gillis
Maureen Glaccum
Natalie Goldberg
Joanne Gottesman*
Elana Green
Meredith Greenbaum
Marci Green
Jody Greenblatt
Scott Greenberg
Edward Green
Georgianne Gribbin
Griff and Associates, LP* 



DONORS AND
FOUNDNATIONS

Sue Groveman and 
     Bhuvnesh Jain*
Ellen Hallin
Misty Harth
Susan Harkness Regli
Leah Heifetz
Marcia Henisz
Liza Herzog
Rosie and Don Hildebrand*
Dawn Holden
Eartha Holland
Jennifer Hughes
Independent Lake Camp
D. Inscho
Stacy Irving
Isdaner & Company, LLC*
Natalie James
Michelle Jeffrey*
Meredith Jermann
Luke  Johnson
Leah Jordan
Ilene Kalter-Lieberman
Anita Kanellopoulos
Andrea Kasper*
Cathy and Dan Kaufman*
Ruth Kaufman
Kimberly Kearns
Brittany Kennedy
Alyson and David Kessler*
Hannah Kim

Chris Kleinberg
Nina Korsh*
Liza Kramer 
     and Michael Golinkoff*
Elizabeth Kramer 
Julia Kramer-Golinkoff 
Zell Kravinsky*
Ami La Roche*
La Salle College High School
Melissa  LaBuda
Betsy Landau
Cynthia Laury Dahl
Janet Lazrow
Mary F. Lazar Psy.D.*
Ann C Lebowitz
Joan Lesser
Jan Levine
Susan Lewis
Elaine Lindy
Frank Lindy
Alan Lindy
Renee Liss
Rachele Loffer
Mairi Luce
Stacy Lunetta Douberly
Jay  Mahoney
Anne Makara
Jennifer Mantini
Robin Martin
Stephanie Marino

Angela and Gene Marks* 
Leah Marks*
Sam Marks*
Josh Marks*
Elinor Marrazzo
Karen Maven
Avital Lea Mazar Ben-Josef
Patricia McCole
Colette and Chris McElwee*
John Mcilhinney
Fran Melmed
William Messerschmidt
Nancy Middlebrook and 
    Tom Sherman
Thomas Miller
Emily Miller
Kevin Moffitt
Sara Moran
Jillian Moskovitz
Kate Mullen
Melissa O'Brien
Janice M. O'Connor
Jennifer O'Sullivan *
Fransesca Palladinetti
Alexis and Ed Pappas*
Sun Park
Parent to Child
Khushbu Patel
Cynthia  Paul
Wendy Peck*
Tali Perlman

Petal Pusher Flower & 
 Gift Shop, Inc
Alex Phinn*
Maya Pindyck
Tal & Valerie Pipano*
Heather Plastaras
Nena Plastaras
Harold Rabinowitz
Kimberly Ann Ramirez
Betsy Ramage
Anne Randig Andres
Constance Rea
Christine Reardon
Diane Reott*
Jennifer Rice Jtwros
Michael Riesenbach
Nina Rivera
Jayson Tonkon
Carrie Rosen
Rotary Club of 
     Philadelphia*
Megan Rudolph
Erica Salvi
Alexandra Samuels
Sankofa Healing Studio
Beth and John 
     Santangelo*
Gregory Sarian*
Margaret Sayvetz
Karyn Scher

INDIVIDUAL & CORPORATE DONORS (continued)



100 Women Philadelphia 
     Giving Circle
The Adams Family Foundation
AmazonSmile Foundation 
American Endowment

Foundation
The Borowsky Family Foundation
Connelly Foundation
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
The Edward & Alexis Pappas 
     Family Fund
Gilroy and Lillian P Roberts 
 Charitable Foundation
Good Samaritan Foundation
HDR Foundation
JFmaddox Foundation
The Joseph N Gorson Foundation
Lurie Family Foundation
Merck Foundation
PayPal Giving Fund
Rotary Club of Philadelphia
Schwab Charitable
Scholler Foundation
Vert Charitable Foundation
The William Penn Foundation
Wolf Family Charity Fund

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Jennifer Schwartz
Rachael Schwartz
Amy Segel
Kimberly Seibert
William Seiberlich
Diane Seider
Elizabeth Seltzer
Christine Seppi*
Lori Severino*
Surekha Shah*
Nancy Scharff*
Julie Shuttleworth
Marsha Simon
Suzanne Simonborgenicht
Amy Sinden
Deidre Slattery
Stephanie Smith
Lorraine Smith*
Ana and Mark Smith*
Susan Snedden
Heseung Song*
Stanitamanda, Inc
Barbara Stanley
Rita and Neil Stevens
Glenna Stone
Kim and Jay Stuart
Laura Sullivan-O'Connor*
Joy Tartar
Anna Tenaglia
Abigail Thaker
Anne Thomas 

Susan Thompson
Theresa Timlin
Maria Toglia
Zachary Torres
Beth and Paul Tortolani
Roxanna Trudeau
Amy Vakil
Martha Valciukas
Karen Van Pelt Higgins
Susan Vestal
Annette Warriner*
Olga Wayne
Jonathan Weiss
Maria Weinstock
Janet Weinstein*
Jamie Weller
Laura Wienick*
Andrew S. Wienick
Francis Wilson
Wilson Language 
     Training Corp
Nancy Wimmer
Geraldine Winters
Margaret Wise
Abigail Wolf
Emily Wyner
Kiu Yang
Nicole Young
Ah Young Kim
Elizabeth Zack
Theresa Zonia

INDIVIDUAL & CORPORATE DONORS

This list represents all gifts made to Reading Allowed since its

founding in September 2019, as of November 16, 2022. Recurring

donors are indicated with and asterisk (*) following their names.

We make every effort to be accurate, and apologize for any errors.

Please contact us at info@readingallowed.org to correct and

update our records for names, amounts, and any other reason.

(continued)

mailto:info@readingallowed.org


We will host a screening of this film which shares the

stories of a courageous activist, a teacher, and two

American families who fight to provide our youngest

generation with the most foundational indicator of life-

long success: the ability to read.

CONNECT WITH 

In 2023, we plan to steadily increase the number of

certified instructors to support our growing number of

students.

This series of virtual and in-person

events featuring presenters in

education, literacy, and social justice
will continue in 2023.

WHAT'S NEXT FOR READING ALLOWED?

EXPANSION OF OUR WILSON READING SYSTEM®

CERTIFICATION PROGRAM: 

THE RIGHT TO READ FILM SCREENING: 

CONTINUATION OF OUR 
SPEAKER SERIES: 

Monday, January 16, 2023 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day: 

Resha Conroy
Founder and Chairperson

Dyslexia Alliance for Black Children



Thursday, February 23: 
Reading Allowed Open House



Wednesday, April 12, 2023:

Deborah Gordon Klehr
Executive Director

Education Law Center



June, 2023: 
Date and speaker to be determined




www.readingallowed.org
267.571.1282

info@readingallowed.org

@readingallowed_philly

@ReadingAllowedPhilly

Reading Allowed

http://www.readingallowed.org/
mailto:info@readingallowed.org
https://www.instagram.com/readingallowed_philly/
https://www.facebook.com/ReadingAllowedPhilly/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/reading-allowed/


On behalf of our students,

families, and instructors:

thank you.


